
Decarbonizing, Not Diminishing Returns
Sustainability Measures of a Successful Cruise Port
Stephen P. Metruck, Executive Director
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SEA INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT

INTERNATIONAL 
CRUISE 

MARITIME CARGO, 
CONTAINER, AND BULK

FISHING, BOATING, AND 
REAL ESTATE

Largest Cruise Port on 
the U.S. West Coast

11th Busiest Airport
 in North America

The Northwest Seaport 
Alliance 7th Largest Cargo 

Gateway 
in North America 

Home of the U.S. North Pacific 
Fishing Fleet

Port of Seattle | Driving the Regional Economy



About the Port
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Voters of King County

Port of Seattle Commission

Port of Seattle Executive Director

SEA Airport MarinasCruise Commercial 
Fishing

Port of Tacoma Commission

Voters of Pierce County

NW Seaport Alliance CEO

Maritime Cargo Environmental 
Programs

Real Estate



VISION: A Zero Emissions Port and Clean Energy Hub
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Early implementation 
action for Port of Seattle 
focused on the maritime 
infrastructure needed 
for decarbonization in 
Seattle

TBD from energy 
planning, ongoing 
community, 
industry 
engagement 

Seattle 
Waterfront 

Clean Energy 
Strategy 
(2022)

Projects and 
programs to 
support the 

zero-emission 
transition

Strategy Implementation

Sets vision to be zero-emission by 
2050 with objectives shared by 4 
Northwest Ports

The Maritime Climate and Air 
Action Plan (MCAAP) is Port of 
Seattle’s Implementation Plan 
through 2030 with interim 
milestones



Cruise Performance Dashboard
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Charting our Course to Zero
Toward the Greenest Port in North America

2050

Zero-Emission 
Seaport

2030

50% reduction in all
 seaport-related emissions

NOW

• Onshore Power
• Vessel Performance
• Green Corridor 

Feasibility, Clean Fuels 
and Clean Energy • 100% Onshore Power

• Install Clean Energy Infrastructure
• Pilot Novel Propulsion
• Clean Maritime Fuels
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Terminal 91

Pier 66

Currently Have Onshore Power Future Onshore Power

Terminal 30

Terminal 46

Terminal 18 

Terminal 5



Partnerships make the 
Green Corridor Possible

Government + NGOs Industry
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Skagway, Alaska
Population: 1,179

Haines, Alaska
Population: 1,762

Sitka, Alaska
Population: 8,382

Juneau, Alaska
Population: 31,685

Ports of Call Lessons Learned



• Be Aware of Changing International 
Policy

• Cultivate Partnerships
– Customer Service Approach
– Trade Partners
– Business Partners 
– Industry Associations: International 

Association of Ports and Harbors (IAPH)

• Look for Opportunities 
– Renewable energy (solar, wind)
– Green Corridors

Recommendations/Lessons Learned

www.greenvoyage2050.imo.org 

http://www.greenvoyage2050.imo.org/
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Thank you!
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