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The containerised transport chain is disrupted. Manifestions of this disruption are concerning levels 

of ship schedule reliability, port-waiting times, lack of transport slots and high ocean transport cost 

increases. Stakeholders have come forward with different explanations of this situation. This 

presentation attempts to provide insight into the causes, based on examination of a variety of data 

sources. It argues that there is not a situation of unprecedented demand for container services, nor a 

lack of port capacity, but that the current situation raises questions on the behaviour of container 

carriers and the institutional arrangements that facilitate this behaviour. 


